
Elementary Spelling Inventory (ESI)
The Elementary Spelling Inventory (ESI) covers more stages than the PSI. It  can be used
as early as first grade, particularly if a school system wants to use the same inventory
across the elementary grades. The 25 words are ordered by difficulty to sample features
of the letter name–alphabetic to derivational relations stages. Call out enough words so
that you have at least five or six misspelled words to analyze. If any students spell more
than 20 words correctly, use the Upper Level Spelling Inventory.

1. bed I hopped out of bed this morning. bed
2. ship The ship sailed around the island. ship
3. when When will you come back? when
4. lump He had a lump on his head after he fell. lump
5. f loat I can f loat on the water with my new raft. float
6. train I rode the train to the next town. train
7. place I found a new place to put my books. place
8. drive I learned to drive a car. drive
9. bright The light is very bright. bright

10. shopping She went shopping for new shoes. shopping
11. spoil The food will spoil if it is not kept cool. spoil
12. serving The restaurant is serving dinner tonight. serving
13. chewed The dog chewed up my favorite sweater yesterday. chewed
14. carries She carries apples in her basket. carries
15. marched We marched in the parade. marched
16. shower The shower in the bathroom was very hot. shower
17. bottle The bottle broke into pieces on the tile floor. bottle
18. favor He did his brother a favor by taking out the trash. favor
19. ripen The fruit will ripen over the next few days. ripen
20. cellar I went down to the cellar for the can of paint. cellar
21. pleasure It was a pleasure to listen to the choir sing. pleasure
22. fortunate It was fortunate that the driver had snow tires. fortunate
23. confident I am confident that we can win the game. confident
24. civilize They wanted to civilize the forest people. civilize
25. opposition The coach said the opposition would be tough. opposition

459 0 C PHNJ A BEAR P N 2 0 C/K DESIGN SERVICES OF

270 Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction © 2008 by Pearson Education, Inc.

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 A

Z01_BEAR9684_04_SE_APPA.qxd  3/27/07  6:53 PM  Page 270



A
p
p
end

ix A

459 0 C PHNJ A BEAR P N 2 1 C/K DESIGN SERVICES OF

Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction © 2008 by Pearson Education, Inc. 271

W
o

rd
s

F
ea

tu
re

S
p

el
le

d
P

o
in

ts
C

o
rr

ec
tl

y

W
o

rd
s 

T
h

ei
r W

ay
E

le
m

en
ta

ry
 S

p
el

lin
g

 In
ve

n
to

ry
 F

ea
tu

re
 G

u
id

e

S
tu

de
nt

’s
 N

am
e 

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_

Te
ac

he
r

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
G

ra
de

 _
__

__
__

__
__

_ 
 

D
at

e
__

__
__

__
__

__

W
or

ds
 S

pe
lle

d 
C

or
re

ct
ly

:_
__

__
_ 

/ 2
5

F
ea

tu
re

 P
oi

nt
s:

__
__

__
 / 

62
 

To
ta

l:
__

__
__

 / 
87

   
   

S
pe

lli
ng

 S
ta

ge
:

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

S
P

E
L

L
IN

G
E

M
E

R
G

E
N

T
L

E
T

T
E

R
N

A
M

E
–A

L
P

H
A

B
E

T
IC

W
IT

H
IN

W
O

R
D

PA
T

T
E

R
N

S
Y

L
L

A
B

L
E

S
A

N
D

A
F

F
IX

E
S

D
E

R
IV

A
T

IO
N

A
L

R
E

L
A

T
IO

N
S

S
TA

G
E

S
 →

LA
T

E
E

A
R

LY
M

ID
D

LE
LA

T
E

E
A

R
LY

M
ID

D
LE

LA
T

E
E

A
R

LY
M

ID
D

LE
LA

T
E

E
A

R
LY

M
ID

D
LE

U
n

ac
ce

n
te

d
C

o
n

so
n

an
ts

S
h

o
rt

L
o

n
g

O
th

er
In

fl
ec

te
d

S
yl

la
b

le
F

in
al

H
ar

d
er

B
as

es
 o

r
F

ea
tu

re
s 

→
In

it
ia

l
F

in
al

V
o

w
el

s
D

ig
ra

p
h

s
B

le
n

d
s

V
o

w
el

s
V

o
w

el
s

E
n

d
in

g
s

Ju
n

ct
u

re
s

S
yl

la
b

le
s

S
u

ff
ix

es
R

o
o

ts

1.
be

d
b

d
e

2.
sh

ip
p

i
sh

3.
w

he
n

e
w

h

4.
lu

m
p

l
u

m
p

5.
flo

at
t

fl
oa

6.
tr

ai
n

n
tr

ai

7.
pl

ac
e

pl
a-

e

8.
dr

iv
e

v
dr

i-e

9.
br

ig
ht

br
ig

h

10
.s

ho
pp

in
g

o
sh

pp
in

g

11
.s

po
il

sp
oi

 

12
.s

er
vi

ng
er

vi
ng

13
.c

he
w

ed
ch

ew
ed

14
.c

ar
rie

s
ar

ie
s

rr

15
.m

ar
ch

ed
ch

ar
ed

16
.s

ho
w

er
sh

ow
er

17
.b

ot
tle

tt
le

18
.f

av
or

v
or

19
.r

ip
en

p
en

20
.c

el
la

r
ll

ar

21
.p

le
as

ur
e

ur
e

pl
ea

s

22
.f

or
tu

na
te

or
at

e
fo

rt
un

23
.c

on
fid

en
t

en
t

co
nf

id

24
.c

iv
ili

ze
iz

e
ci

vi
l

25
.o

pp
os

iti
on

tio
n

po
s

To
ta

ls
/

7
/ 5

/ 6
/

7
/ 5

/
7

/ 5
/ 5

/ 5
/ 5

/ 5
/ 6

2
/ 2

5

Z01_BEAR9684_04_SE_APPA.qxd  3/27/07  6:53 PM  Page 271



A
p
p
en

d
ix

 A

272 Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction © 2008 by Pearson Education, Inc.

459 0 C PHNJ A BEAR P N 2 2 C/K DESIGN SERVICES OF

U
n

ac
ce

n
te

d
T

o
ta

l
S

tu
d

en
ts

’
S

h
o

rt
L

o
n

g
O

th
er

In
fl

ec
te

d
S

yl
la

b
le

F
in

al
H

ar
d

er
B

as
es

 o
r

C
o

rr
ec

t
R

an
k

N
am

e 
C

o
n

so
n

an
ts

V
o

w
el

s
D

ig
ra

p
h

s
B

le
n

d
s

V
o

w
el

s
V

o
w

el
s

E
n

d
in

g
s

Ju
n

ct
u

re
s

S
yl

la
b

le
s

S
u

ff
ix

es
R

o
o

ts
S

p
el

lin
g

O
rd

er

P
o

ss
ib

le
 P

o
in

ts
7

5
6

7
5

7
5

5
5

5
5

25
87

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10
.

11
.

12
.

13
.

14
.

15
.

16
.

17
.

18
.

19
.

20
.

21
.

22
.

23
.

24
.

25
.

26
.

H
ig

h
lig

h
t 

fo
r 

in
st

ru
ct

io
n

*

W
o

rd
s 

T
h

ei
r W

ay
E

le
m

en
ta

ry
 S

p
el

lin
g

 In
ve

n
to

ry
 C

la
ss

ro
o

m
 C

o
m

p
o

si
te

Te
ac

he
r 

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_

S
ch

oo
l_

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
G

ra
de

 _
__

__
__

__
__

_ 
 

D
at

e
__

__
__

__
__

__

N
ot

e:
*H

ig
hl

ig
ht

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
w

ho
 m

is
s 

m
or

e 
th

an
 1

 o
n 

a 
pa

rt
ic

ul
ar

 fe
at

ur
e;

th
ey

 w
ill

 b
en

ef
it 

fr
om

 m
or

e 
in

st
ru

ct
io

n 
in

 th
at

 a
re

a.

S
P

E
L

L
IN

G
E

M
E

R
G

E
N

T
L

E
T

T
E

R
N

A
M

E
–A

L
P

H
A

B
E

T
IC

W
IT

H
IN

W
O

R
D

PA
T

T
E

R
N

S
Y

L
L

A
B

L
E

S
A

N
D

A
F

F
IX

E
S

D
E

R
IV

A
T

IO
N

A
L

R
E

L
A

T
IO

N
S

S
TA

G
E

S
 →

LA
T

E
E

A
R

LY
M

ID
D

LE
LA

T
E

E
A

R
LY

M
ID

D
LE

LA
T

E
E

A
R

LY
M

ID
D

LE
LA

T
E

E
A

R
LY

M
ID

D
LE

→

Z01_BEAR9684_04_SE_APPA.qxd  3/27/07  6:53 PM  Page 272



459 0 C PHNJ A BEAR P N 269 C/K DESIGN SERVICES OF

Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction © 2008 by Pearson Education, Inc. 269

A
p
p
end

ix A

S
P

E
L

L
IN

G
E

M
E

R
G

E
N

T
L

E
T

T
E

R
N

A
M

E
–A

L
P

H
A

B
E

T
IC

W
IT

H
IN

W
O

R
D

PA
T

T
E

R
N

S
Y

L
L

A
B

L
E

S
A

N
D

A
F

F
IX

E
S

D
E

R
IV

A
T

IO
N

A
L

R
E

L
A

T
IO

N
S

S
TA

G
E

S
 →

E
A

R
LY

M
ID

D
LE

LA
T

E
E

A
R

LY
M

ID
D

LE
LA

T
E

E
A

R
LY

M
ID

D
LE

LA
T

E
E

A
R

LY
M

ID
D

LE
LA

T
E

E
A

R
LY

M
ID

D
LE

LA
T

E

S
p

el
lin

g
-b

y-
S

ta
g

e
C

la
ss

ro
o

m
O

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

C
h

ar
t

C
H

A
P

T
E

R
S

 
IN

 W
O

R
D

S
 

T
H

E
IR

 W
A

Y
C

H
A

P
T

E
R

 4
C

H
A

P
T

E
R

 5
C

H
A

P
T

E
R

 6
C

H
A

P
T

E
R

 7
C

H
A

P
T

E
R

 8

Z01_BEAR9684_04_SE_APPA.qxd  3/27/07  6:53 PM  Page 269


	spelling_ele
	spellingstage

